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(b)  The Causality of Will

It is evident, from our definition of free action, that such
action involves psychical causality. Freedom does not consist
in the absence of efficient causes, but in the absence of causes
whose nature is such that they suppress psychical causality,
wholly or in part Moreover, the causality of will resembles
other forms of the causal relation in leading to an infinite
series. Hence we do not mitigate the error of converting
the true antithesis between freedom and constraint into the
false one between freedom and causality when we follow
Kant's theory of the intelligible character, and, while referring
the voluntary act itself to psychical causality, ascribe the latter
to an uncaused essence of personality. This conception,
which merely puts the interruption of causality one step
further back, does not commend itself, even to our practical
judgment, any more than the other view, according to which
the breaking of the causal chain comes with the act When-
ever we judge, we take into consideration the agent's whole
previous history just as much as the motives that imme-
diately determined him. Nor can appeal be made in this
controversy to the consciousness of freedom; it tells us that
we act without constraint, btit never that we act without
cause, or that the motives which determine us are indepen-
dent of our natural dispositions and the circumstances of
our lives.

Thus we see that the whole controversy about the causality
of will would be practically unthinkable if both sides were
not influenced by a misunderstanding that makes them
take constraint and causality for equivalent terms. This
misunderstanding consists in the substitution of mechanical
for psychical causality. It is a fact of great moment for
modern theories of will that Kant, whose influence is still
strongest on this question, wholly ignored the fundamental